
Assistance available to combat Sudden Oak Death on private lands in 
Curry County 

Apply by Oct. 19 with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

COQUILLE, Ore. – (Sept. 17, 2018) – Private landowners with trees stricken by Sudden Oak Death 
may be eligible for funding to remove unhealthy trees and slow the spread of disease. 

 Sudden Oak Death is a pressing concern in Curry County and presents severe economic and 
environmental challenges. The Oregon Department of Agriculture has established a quarantine 
for Curry County to manage the spread of Sudden Oak Death, which is characterized by a rapid 
and fatal infection of oak trees and can impact adjacent conifers such as Douglas-fir.  

 The quarantine has triggered considerable economic hardship by limiting movement of bark, 
leaves and twigs from infected areas. The restrictions have severely limited firewood sales and 
commercialization of other forest products. If left unchecked, Sudden Oak Death could have a 
dramatic impact on the native forest health, forest habitat quality in addition to the economic 
impacts.   

 To help address this important issue on private lands, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in partnership with the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) is offering financial 
and technical assistance to help landowners perform a suite of conservation treatments that can 
slow the spread of the pathogen that causes the disease. 

 In addition to removing diseased trees, conservation practices may also reduce wildfire risk and 
create diverse, vegetative cover that will support wildlife habitat.  

 The funding is available through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), a 
voluntary Farm Bill program that reimburses USDA eligible landowners for costs to perform 
conservation treatments on private lands.  

 For more information about EQIP eligibility and to download an application, visit the Oregon 
EQIP webpage. 

 Priority will be given to landowners within the Sudden Oak Death Quarantine Area which 
includes most of southwest Curry County; though all landowners that have encountered Sudden 
Oak Death on their property are encouraged to contact NRCS and ODF for more information. 
High priority will be given to landowners with Sudden Oak Death on their property who do not 
currently have a forest management plan.  

Interested landowners should apply at the USDA Coquille Service Center (382 North Central Blvd 
in Coquille) by Oct. 19 to be eligible for the first round of funding. Subsequent funding may 
become available in coming months.  

https://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Documents/ForestBenefits/SOD_20161103.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=stelprdb1193512
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=stelprdb1193512
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=stelprdb1193512


Applicants may also contact Eric Moeggenberg, District Conservationist, at 541-824-8091 for 
more information and to apply.  

 


